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A LITTLE BIT ABOUT MY JOURNEY

• Born "Forty-five Minutes from Broadway"

• Over 45+ years of researching

• My favorite mysteries…some stories are even true

• Recently agreed to be Education Committee Director

• Hope today will provide you with some relevant 

experiences, random tips and suggestions for researching 

and following up on hints

an

d
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G83Oroai-oU


JUST SOME RANDOM 
SUBJECTS AS YOU SEEK TO 
FIND YOUR FAMILY STORY…

•WHAT’S IN A NAME

•INACCURACIES OF DATA IN ONLINE TREES

•RESEARCHING WITH DNA

•CHECKING YOUR FOUNDATION



THERE’S A LOT OUT THERE… 
PROCEED WITH CAUTION

•SURNAMES –

• FOUR GENERAL GROUPS 

• Based on occupation (Baker, Weaver) 

• Place names or geographical features (Goodland, Hill)

• Coming from nicknames or appearance (Brown, Little)

• Patronymic, meaning based upon the father’s name (McAndrew, Johnson)

• TRUTH OR MYTH

• Ellis Island changed names of immigrants coming into the U.S. – MYTH

• Many immigrants chose to change their names when leaving origin or 

within 5 years of arrival – TRUTH

• If the surname isn’t exactly the same, we’re probably not related - MYTH



THERE’S A LOT OUT THERE… 
PROCEED WITH CAUTION
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❖COMMON THINGS TO LOOK FOR

❖TRANSPOSED LETTERS

❖SIMILAR SOUNDING SPOKEN SPELLINGS

❖IE. “T DOUBLE-U O”, “T DOUBLE O”

❖DIFFERENT PRONUNCIATIONS DUE TO DIALECTS

❖TRANSCRIPTION ERRORS

❖PREFIX OR LACK OF PREFIX

❖O’CONNELL/CONNELL, BRIEN/O’BRIEN, 

MCCARTHY/CARTHY



THERE’S A LOT OUT THERE… 
PROCEED WITH CAUTION

•PROPER NAMES –

•COMMON NAMING CONVENTIONS 

•NICKNAMES

•DUPLICATE NAMES

•ABBREVIATIONS IN RECORDS



ONLINE TREES – A FEW KEY 
THINGS TO CHECK BEFORE 
ACCEPTING HINTS

•GENERATIONAL AGES 

• Do they make sense? 

• LOCATIONS

• Distances and time periods

• Do they defy gravity? What were likely transportation options at 

the time

• Residence location changes between annual directories, church 

baptismal/marriage records, census periods

• DO SUPPORTING RECORDS MATCH THE “FACTS”



Dates/Locations/Sources?
✓ 1851: Ireland

✓ 1870: New Hampshire – Fed Census

❖ 1876-1879: Australia – multiple kids

o 1880: New Rochelle, NY – son James born

o 1880: New Rochelle, NY – Fed Census

❖ 1883-1887: Australia – multiple kids

…more of the same…
❖ 1896: Australia – death

…was he resurrected?…
➢ 1901: Ireland - Census



Dates/Locations/Sources?
✓ 1850: Ireland - Birth

✓ 1875: U.S. Arrival 

1879: New Rochelle, NY - Marriage

1880: New Rochelle – son James born

✓ 1882: Westchester County, NY –

Naturalization Petition filed

✓ 1882: New Rochelle – son T.A. born

✓ 1884: New Rochelle – son W.J. born

✓ 1884: Westchester County, NY –

Naturalization Petition finalized

✓ 1887: New Rochelle – son J.F. born
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THERE’S A LOT OUT THERE… 
PROCEED WITH CAUTION



GENETIC GENEALOGY…
DNA TESTING

▪ TO TEST OR NOT TO TEST 

▪ SHOULD ALWAYS BE A PERSONAL CHOICE

▪ IF POSSIBLE, HAVE FAMILY MEMBERS FROM PRIOR GENERATIONS 

TEST

▪ HAVING SIBLINGS TEST IS A GOOD IDEA

▪ Different combinations of DNA provide more opportunities to 

identify “cousins”, ancestors, migration patterns, etc. 

▪ DNA INHERITANCE



GENETIC GENEALOGY…
CHOOSING A TESTING COMPANY

▪ MATCH TESTING COMPANY TO DESIRED GOALS

▪ Ethnicity/Family Migrations/Find Cousins

▪ Genetic Health

▪ Diet/Wellness 

▪ Co$t



•DNA RESULTS – MANAGE EXPECTATIONS 

•The more samples in the test database, the more 

accurate the results

•DNA testing outside of a court system is illegal in some 

locations (France is a good example – imposes high 

fines and possibly jail time) 

•Be prepared for surprises

GENETIC GENEALOGY…
DNA TESTING



Evolving AncestryDNA® Ethnicity Estimates

28 Oct 2018

21 Sep 2018



Evolving AncestryDNA® Ethnicity Estimates

28 Oct 2018

22 Oct 2022

➢OCTOBER 2018 

➢16000 Reference 

Samples

➢380 Possible Regions

➢OCTOBER 2022 

➢68000 Reference 

Samples

➢1800 Possible Regions



23 and Me Ancestral Origins® FamilyTreeDNA myOrigins®AncestryDNA® Ethnicity Estimate
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Sibling AncestryDNA® 
Ethnicity Estimate Comparison



HTZ STLTMT MTD ATA

Sibling AncestryDNA® 

Shared DNA Comparison



HTZ=2633 cM STL=2648 cMTMT=2622 cM MTD ATA=2356 cM

Sibling AncestryDNA® 
Shared DNA Comparison



RX=981 cM MS=423 cMKR=792 cM MTD GJ=569cM

Close Family AncestryDNA® 

Shared DNA Comparison



Close Family AncestryDNA® 

Shared DNA Comparison

RX=981 cM MS=423 cMKR=792 cM MTD GJ=569cM



Close Family AncestryDNA® 

Shared DNA Comparison

RX=981 cM MS=423 cMKR=792 cM MTD GJ=569cM



LivingDNA® 

Finding Relatives

REACH OUT TO 

OTHERS TO 

FIND/CONFIRM 

CONNECTIONS



CHECK YOUR FOUNDATION 
WHILE CONTINUING TO BUILD

•AS TIME GOES BY, IT’S EASY TO BE SWAYED BY “FACTS” 

OTHERS POSTED – STICK TO GOOD RESEARCH PRACTICES

• INFORMATION IS EVERYWHERE…THINK OUTSIDE THE BOX

• TIME MANAGEMENT TO SUSTAIN STRONG RELATIONSHIPS

• SOME FINAL TIPS…



CONTINUING YOUR JOURNEY

• TYPE OF TREE YOU BUILD DOESN’T MATTER – JUST START BUILDING 

• AVAILABILITY OF RECORDS IS NEVER GUARANTEED 

•ONLINE FORUMS PROVIDE UNIQUE ASSISTANCE 

•QC GENEALOGY CLUB AND OTHER LOCAL FACE-TO-FACE 

OPPORTUNITIES TO SHARE

REMEMBER TO ENJOY THE RIDE



ENJOYING THE JOURNEY & 
REWARDS OF GENEALOGY…



QUESTIONS?


